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Speaker: Michael Wald, Assistant Nurse Manager Pediatric Pre and Post, UVA Health


Hi, I'm Michael Wald, the pediatric pre and post assistant nurse manager here at UVA. I'm excited to share what makes our team unique and talk about the exciting new pediatric services we're building. Our pediatric team cares for children throughout their surgical journey, from preoperative preparation to post anesthesia recovery and beyond. We get to work closely with anesthesia, surgery, and multidisciplinary teams to provide safe, high quality, family centered care. What makes our department special is our people. We built a team that is supportive, collaborative, and invested in each other's success. We are looking for nurses who are eager to learn, enjoy working as part of a team, and are passionate about caring for pediatric patients and their families. One of the unique things about our team is that our nurses have the opportunity to care for patients across multiple phases of the perioperative experience. This creates a broad and rewarding pediatric practice and allows nurses to develop a diverse skill set while caring for patients throughout their surgical journey. We're also excited to be expanding our pediatric services with the opening of a new pediatric surgical observation unit. These 4 to 6 bed unit will provide overnight care for pediatric patients who need additional monitoring after surgery while also allowing them to remain in a specialized pediatric perioperative environment. Nurses joining our pediatric team will receive training in pediatric preoperative, postoperative, and perioperative recovery care, providing the opportunity to develop a well-rounded pediatric skill set. For nurses interested in helping build something new, our pediatric surgical observation unit offers the opportunity to help shape workflows, develop best practice, and contribute to the growth of this exciting new service. We are committed to helping our nurses grow professionally through specialized pediatric education, preceptor opportunities, leadership development, and advancement within our department. If this opportunity interests you, we encourage you to shadow our area and see firsthand what we're building. It's a great chance to meet our team, experience the environment, and learn more about the opportunities available. If you're looking to grow your pediatric skill set, join a supportive team, and be a part of an exciting time for pediatric services at UVA, we'd love to meet you.
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